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item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.

Nomination for Administrator of the
National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration
December 3, 1993

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate Ricardo Martinez, M.D., to
be Administrator of the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration with the U.S.
Department of Transportation.

‘‘Ricardo Martinez has dedicated his ca-
reer to improving trauma care and curtailing
car accident deaths,’’ the President said. ‘‘As
a firsthand witness to the tragedy accidents
can inflict on individuals, families, and com-
munities, he will work hard to ensure the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion uses all of its resources to make our
roads safer.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary. This
item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.

Remarks at the ‘‘Celebration ’94’’
Reception in Albuquerque, New
Mexico
December 3, 1993

The President. You know, when Bruce
said to Alice, ‘‘Just give the President what-
ever it is you have,’’ I said, ‘‘Heck, Bruce,
I want the ranch.’’ [Laughter] I like the
Stetson, but I mean, if I really get a choice—
[Laughter]

Ladies and gentlemen, I am glad to be
here. Glad to be back in New Mexico. How
many of you were here—I just got off the
phone with Hillary. She was working in New
Hampshire yesterday, so she’s home tonight.
I just got off the phone with her. How many
of you were here when we were here the
night of the election—all night—remember
that? The press has a way of finding out ev-
erything about you if you become President.
President Reagan loved jelly beans, and
President Bush didn’t like broccoli and last
week the Wall Street Journal reported our

dark secret that Hillary and I are addicted
to salsa. [Laughter] And it all happened be-
cause of you, because we stayed up all night
living on that before the election.

I am so glad to be back in New Mexico.
I’m glad to be here with Ray Powell and with
you, Mr. Speaker. Thank you for being such
a good emcee. I want to thank my longtime
friend Bruce King. I don’t know if you re-
member what he said. There are only three
living Americans who served as Governors
in the seventies, the eighties, and the nine-
ties: Cecil Andrus of Idaho, Bruce King, and
me. It was the longest time before any of
us could get a promotion. We had a lottery,
and in the beginning we thought I won, but
sometimes in the last year I wasn’t sure I
didn’t lose. [Laughter] I love Bruce King.
The first time I ever met Bruce and Alice
and Bruce laid all that, you know, that ‘‘Aw,
shucks,’’ stuff on me—[laughter]—‘‘Aw,
shucks,’’ you know, I checked three times to
make sure I still had my billfold in my pocket.
Aw, shucks. [Laughter] I appreciate the fact
that Bruce is missing the start of the annual
Lobo Classic Basketball Tournament tonight.
I know what a sacrifice it is. He did it for
the money, not me. [Laughter] But I’m glad
he’s here anyway. You can tell we’re friends;
you can’t make fun of your enemies. [Laugh-
ter]

I want to say, too, how glad I am to be
here with Bill and Barbara Richardson. Bill
Richardson was the national cochair of the
Adelante Con Clinton movement. Thank you
for bringing your posters; there’s two there.
But he never did anything more important
for America than in his leadership in the fight
for the passage of NAFTA. I can tell you,
on September 14th, the day after we had the
signing of the peace agreement between
Israel and the PLO, we formally kicked off
the NAFTA fight after all the side agree-
ments on labor and the environment were
done. And we had the endorsement of all
the living former Presidents. We had four
Presidents and former Presidents there,
President Ford, President Carter, President
Bush, and myself. We were 100 votes behind.
We were maybe that close—[laughter]—100
in the
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House of Representatives. And Bill Richard-
son soldiered on when others were saying,
‘‘Well, they ought to give up.’’ And some of
my friends who were on the other side of
the issue even suggested maybe we ought not
have a vote because they didn’t want us em-
barrassed. And Richardson and I were too
dumb to know we were beat—[laughter]—
so we just kept on going. It worked out all
right, and the Nation is in his debt. And New
Mexico will benefit enormously because of
the astonishing national leadership he pro-
vided on that issue.

I gave—what did you say?
Audience members. [Inaudible]
The President. I need a vitamin pill to-

night. [Laughter] I also want to say that Jeff
Bingaman likes me because I brought Anne
here tonight. I gave her the day off at the
Justice Department. Sometimes being Presi-
dent is just like being a school principal, you
give people an excused absence. [Laughter]

And I want to say Bill mentioned the tech-
nology reinvestment projects, but I want to,
if I might, just take a minute to talk about
Jeff Bingaman and what he did, not only for
New Mexico but for the country there. In
1992, when I was running for President, the
United States Congress under the leadership
of Senator Bingaman provided for the ex-
penditure of a few hundred million dollars
to help America make the conversion, the
painful conversion from a high-tech, defense-
based economy to a high-tech commercial
economy. And there were a number of things
in the bill that they passed. And as a can-
didate for President, I strongly supported the
bill. And it passed before I could be elected
President. And guess what? And I thought,
well, here I am cutting off my nose to spite
my face. I’m out there asking Congress to
pass this bill, which will put a few hundred
million dollars into the hands of the Presi-
dent I was running against to put the Amer-
ican people back to work in the way I’ve been
saying we should do for the last 5 years. And
guess what? They wouldn’t spend any money
because they didn’t believe in it.

And so when I became President, we went
to work on trying to give life to Jeff Binga-
man’s idea that a little bit of public money
in the context of the hundreds of billions of
dollars we’ve been spending on defense

should be offered to the private sector in
matching funds for people who would come
up with ideas that could be used to take de-
fense technologies and turn it into domestic
jobs and American high-tech opportunities
for the 21st century. So earlier this year, we
released the first round of grants, and in the
whole year we wound up with over $400 mil-
lion worth of funds. Congress was so aston-
ished by the success of the program that they
have come back and voted to spend even
more money on it in the year we’re now in-
volved in, in fiscal year ’94.

Now, I want you to understand how im-
portant this is. In the first round of applica-
tions, when we put up $400 million, we had
almost 3,000 projects submitted for funding
that, with public and private money together,
would require $8.5 billion. That’s how hun-
gry American entrepreneurs, universities,
laboratories, and big companies are to be
part of this defense conversion effort, to find
ways to create the jobs of the 21st century
out of all the work we’ve put into defense
research over the last 40 years. It is a very
important thing. And none of this would have
happened if Jeff Bingaman of New Mexico
hadn’t been the catalyzing influence, the en-
ergy behind this idea.

I also want to say it is true that in the first
three rounds of grants that we’re now com-
pleting today, New Mexico got a total, I
think, of nine big projects. And on a per cap-
ita basis, you almost certainly led the country
in grants. But you did it on the merits—not
just the labs but the universities.

So I’m honored to be here tonight with
all these friends of mine on this stage and
all of you out there to thank you for voting
for Bill Clinton and Al Gore in 1992, to thank
you for providing leadership like Bill Rich-
ardson and Jeff Bingaman and Bruce King,
to ask you to keep them in and keep them
strong, and to ask you to keep supporting
the direction our country is taking.

When I became President, we had had the
4 worst years of job creation since the Great
Depression. We had had 12 years in which
our national debt had quadrupled, while our
investment in our people had gone down. We
had had 20 years of the global economy re-
quiring American middle class people to
work longer hours every week for the same
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or lower wages. We had out-of-control health
care costs with 100,000 Americans a month
losing their health coverage. So we were pay-
ing more for less. And almost everybody in
this country thought things were going in the
wrong direction. I said until I was blue in
the face, even to those who were most enthu-
siastic about our campaign, that we couldn’t
expect immediate overnight results, but we
could turn the country around. And what I
want you to know, my friends, is after the
first year, we have turned the country
around. We are moving in the right direction.

The economic plan which the Congress
adopted reduced the deficit, had over 356
separate—over 350, 356 to be exact—sepa-
rate spending cuts. Now, that’s not Govern-
ment language for ‘‘We’re cutting the rate
of increase in the previous budget.’’ There’s
356 accounts that have less money this year
to spend than they did last year; increased
investments in things like defense conversion
and new technologies and worker training
and Head Start, things that build our country
over the long run; raised taxes on fewer than
2 percent of the American people earning
the largest amounts of money whose taxes
had been lowered while their incomes went
up in the eighties; gave an enormous, an
enormous boost to the ideas of family and
work by providing tax cuts to over 15 million
working families whose incomes were
$23,000 a year or less, because we wanted
to say to people, ‘‘We know you’ve got kids
in your home; we know you’re working hard
for modest incomes. We want the tax system
to lift you out of poverty, not drive you into
it. We want you to be successful as parents
and successful as workers.’’ That will affect
over 40 million Americans who are either the
workers, the spouses, or the children of the
families who will get tax relief under this eco-
nomic plan in April.

And what are the results? What are the
results? Historically low interest rates; very
low inflation; increased investment; a 14-year
high in housing sales last month; a 10-year
drop in unemployment this month, that is,
it dropped more from month to month than
in any time in 10 years; almost 50 percent
more private sector jobs created in the first
11 months of this year than in the previous
4 years. Has it affected most Americans yet?

No. Are we moving in the right direction?
You bet we are. We have to keep going until
we do see the benefits go to every American
family. But we are moving in the right direc-
tion.

This Congress not only passed the motor
voter bill, which Bill Richardson mentioned,
it also passed the Family and Medical Leave
Act, which gives people the right to take a
little time off without losing their jobs when
there’s a baby born or a sick parent. This
Congress passed the national service bill,
which 3 years from now will give 100,000
young Americans the chance to earn some
money against further education after high
school by working in community service
projects to rebuild the fabric of our country
from the grassroots up. This Congress passed
the Brady bill, which will require a waiting
period for handguns. And both Houses of
Congress have passed campaign finance re-
form—they just have to reconcile the two
bills—and a crime bill which will enable us
to put another 100,000 police officers on the
streets, have boot camps for first-time youth-
ful offenders, and do other things to make
the American people safer in their homes
and their schools and on their streets and
in their neighborhoods.

Bill Richardson was generous in what he
said, that no one knows that this was the most
successful legislative session in history, since
we’ve only been keeping score like this for
40 years. But it’s not bad since they’ve been
keeping score.

I say to you, this is a good beginning. But
it is just the beginning. NAFTA was impor-
tant, but we need to keep going until we’ve
got all of Latin America committed to de-
mocracy, free-market economics, and an eco-
nomic partnership with the United States.
That’s good, but we also need a new global
trading agreement. I spent a good deal of
time today working trying to get the nations
of the world to conclude this so-called GATT
agreement by December 15, our deadline,
because it is estimated that that will add over
one million jobs to the American economy
within the next decade if we can successfully
conclude it.

Why is this important? Why was it impor-
tant enough for people like Jeff Bingaman
and Bruce King and Bill Richardson and Bill
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Clinton even to argue with some of our
friends over? It is this simple, it is this simple:
We can’t keep any of our businesses in Amer-
ica today unless we become more productive.
But being more productive means the same
person can produce more goods or more
services; maybe even fewer people can
produce more goods and more services.
Well, if there’s no more demand for the
goods and services and fewer people produce
them, what happens? Unemployment goes
up, and you don’t have to raise wages because
there are all these people who are out there
unemployed who are more than happy to
work for less. So if you want productivity—
which you have to have to compete with
other countries—to lead to higher wages and
more jobs, you must have more customers
for American products and American serv-
ices. That’s what these trade agreements are
all about.

We have got to expand the rate of growth
in the world to find more customers for what
we do well. And that will enable us not only
to have more jobs but to change the job mix
to get the higher wage jobs in there, to raise
people’s incomes for the first time in 20
years. It’s going to be hard to turn this
around. But for 20 years most Americans
have been working harder for less. We have
got to try to do better than that. And the
only way to do it is to provide more cus-
tomers.

The second thing we have to recognize is
that a lot of our people are still not able to
compete in that global economy, which
means we have to have a better system for
training our young high schoolers who don’t
go on to college, a better system for giving
our working people lifetime education and
training opportunities, a better system for
recognizing that the unemployment now is
not like it used to be where people would
go on unemployment and then a couple of
weeks later they would get called back to
their old company. Most people who are un-
employed now have to find a new job with
a new employer. That means that this coming
year we’re going to have to totally revise the
entire unemployment system and make it a
reemployment system, immediately give peo-
ple education and training and job place-
ment. I challenge all the people who sup-

ported us in NAFTA, who wanted America
to have more customers, to make sure Ameri-
cans can take advantage of that instead of
be punished by it, by retraining the American
work force for the 21st century. That is our
great challenge.

That’s why the welfare reform program
that we’re going to deal with next year is so
important. You have a lot of people out there
who had children when they were children,
who have never been in the work force, who
have no education. They cannot command
a living wage in a global economy. We owe
it to ourselves, as well as to them, to set up
a system where we favor work over idleness
but where we give people a chance to suc-
ceed in a highly competitive economy. We
are all going to have to face the fact that
we have new challenges. If we want our peo-
ple to succeed as workers, we have to let
them succeed as parents too, because most
working people have children, and most peo-
ple with children have to work. That means
family leave is important, that means a tax
system that doesn’t punish low-wage workers
is important, and that means that it is impor-
tant to have welfare reform and lifetime
training.

The last thing I want to say is I came here,
before I was here tonight, to go out to a won-
derful little community near here to talk
about health care. If we don’t control health
care costs and provide health care security
to all of our people, we will not have the
underpinning of social security we need to
have the courage to make the changes that
the global economy imposes on us.

Next year we are going to do health care,
welfare reform, and revise the education and
training program. Then they’ll say, ‘‘Well,
that’s a better year than they had last year.’’
And it will be for America. We can do it to-
gether.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:35 p.m. at the
Albuquerque Convention Center. In his remarks,
he referred to Gov. Bruce King of New Mexico
and his wife, Alice; Ray Powell, State chairman,
Democratic Party of New Mexico; Representative
Bill Richardson and his wife, Barbara; and Senator
Jeff Bingaman and his wife, Anne. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.
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The President’s Radio Address
December 4, 1993

Good morning. Today I’m in Los Angeles
to hold a meeting on the economy and its
impact on southern California. A year ago
this month, I hosted a national economic
summit to get the best ideas from all across
America on how to implement the economic
strategy I ran for President to implement,
a strategy to regain control of our economic
destiny; to put confidence back into our peo-
ple; to strengthen our families; a strategy to
rebuild the American dream by restoring
middle class values of opportunity, respon-
sibility, and community, rewarding work and
family and faith.

For too long the Government in Washing-
ton ignored roadblocks that stood in the way
of an economic recovery: our investment def-
icit that hurts workers caught in changing
times and communities plagued by crime, a
budget deficit that drains money from our
economy, a trade deficit that keeps us from
selling our products and services around the
world. All these roadblocks have kept Amer-
ica from moving and have hurt California es-
pecially, because California had so many
high-tech employees in the defense industry,
which as all of us know has been cut back
a lot since 1987 and the end of the cold war
in 1989. And now California, like the rest
of America, is paying the price but even more
so, not only because it’s our biggest State but
because one in five jobs lost permanently in
our economy in the last few years has been
lost in the southern part of this State.

But during the time I’ve been President,
we’ve tried to take these roadblocks head-
on for all America. Let me say how. First,
the strength of our economy and the security
of our jobs is now tied to our ability to sell
our products abroad. More and more Ameri-
cans are becoming more productive. That
means fewer people can produce more goods
and services. That’s a good thing to compete
in the global economy, but only if we have
more customers to buy those goods and serv-
ices. That’s the only way we can grow our
economy, increase jobs, and increase in-
comes of working people.

That’s why we just passed the North Amer-
ican Free Trade Agreement. With NAFTA

we’ll sell more products stamped ‘‘Made in
the USA.’’ We’re also working hard on a
world trade agreement between now and
December 15th in the GATT talks. And
we’ve established better trade relations with
Japan specifically and with the Asian coun-
tries in general.

California is our strategic link to the
economies in Latin America and to the Pa-
cific rim. This State exports more than any
other State. One in every 10 jobs out here
is now tied to exports. We’ve launched our
country’s first national export strategy. It will
benefit all the States in America. We’ve cut
back Government export controls on $37 bil-
lion worth of high-tech communications
products. It’s good for trade. It’s good for
workers in high-tech industries in places like
California, New York, and many States in be-
tween.

Just yesterday we announced the third
round of grants in our technology reinvest-
ment project. This plan helps defense firms
to make the transition to a commercial econ-
omy. It takes military technologies developed
with American tax dollars during the cold war
and puts them to use in the civilian economy.
It will create thousands and thousands of jobs
in the years ahead all across our Nation. It’s
just part of a national defense conversion
plan that totals $20 billion in new investment
over 5 years.

We’ve taken other steps to strengthen the
value of work, our families, and the commu-
nities we live in. For all of you who work
and raise children and still live near the pov-
erty line, we’ve expanded your earned-in-
come tax credit. About 20 million of you will
pay lower income taxes next April 15th. For
American families, this is a signal that we
value work over welfare. We’ve also passed
the family and medical leave law so that peo-
ple can care for a sick parent or a new baby
without fear of losing their jobs. We’ve rede-
signed dramatically the student loan pro-
gram, lowering interest rates and making it
easier for more of you to get student loans
and to pay them back on better terms. And
we’ve also made it much simpler and easier
for people to get small business loans.

Our economic plan has brought the deficit
down. Interest rates are down. Inflation is
down, and people are beginning to benefit.
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